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*63 SCHOOL DOOR STAND 

U.S. Could Have Avoided 
Wallace Confrontation 

■T JEFF MUCH 

TlMtMViftr 

TUSCALOOSA. Ala.-On this date 
15 yean ago. Alabama Gov. George C 
Wallace, hia Jaw Jutting and bp* 
puned. nood resolutely to a Univer- 
sity of Alabama doorway in an ap- ' 
parent attempt to block two black 
students from enrolling at the then 
segregated institution. 

That tense confrontation between 
Wallace and the federal government 
ended peacefully when Wallace 
stepped aside after being informed 
that President John F. Kennedy had 
issued an order federalizing about 500 
Alabama National Guard troops, who 
had stood by in combat readiness. 

It has been assessed by many as the 
event that did most to polish WaJ 
lace’s segregationist, stales’ nghU 
image and to launch his ventures into 
national politics over the ensuing de- 
cade. • 

But what most Americans never 
knew vu that the two students. Vi- 
vian J. Malone and James A. Hood. 

•dually had been admitted to the 
university the previous day. June 10. 

1961 That is shown in the school’s 
records and confirmed in interviews 
with the two students and Dr. Frank 
A. Rose, then president of the univer- 
«ity. 

Their advance registration— done 
privately in a Birmingham federal 
courthouse 60 miles east of here- 
made Wallace’s fulfillment of a prom- 
ise to "sund m the school house door" 
meaningless, in the opinion of some 
critics. 

“This has bothered me a great deal 
.... 1 sometimes get the feeling that 
1 was being used.” Vivian Malone, 
now Vivian Jones, 35. told The Times 
in Atlanta, explaining that she and 
Hood had been told only that they 
were being pre -enrolled for their 
personal safety. 

Nicholas D. Katxenbach. who then 
was deputy US. attorney general and 
who had confronted Wallace on the 
students’ behalf at the door u> the re- 
gistration hall, said last week in a 
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l^.S. Could Have Avoided Confrontation 
yv'ifn Wallace: Slacks Had reregistered '| 
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i<5«pbooe interview thal he had not been aware that the 
students had been admitted in advance. “If 1 knew it. 1 
don't now recaU it." he Bid. 

However. Katxenbach aid also that the Department of 
Justice, under the leadcnhip of Ally. Gen. Robert F. Ken- 
nedy. had permitted Wallace to "have hia ahow." 

Katxenbach added that Robert Kennedy had told him to 
allow Wallace a temporary ahow of defiance m hopea of 
averting violence aimilar to thal which had occurred dur- 
ing the enrollment of James R Meredith, the first black to 
attend the University of Mississippi, in September. 1962. 

•T suggested to Bob Kennedy, *Why go through with itT 
They could have registered and just shown up hi their 
classrooms." Katxenbach aid. "But Bob told me, 1 don't 
know what (Wallace will) do if we don’t go through with 
K and let him' have his ahow. I don't trust him. There 
might be violence.’ Really, there was no way of predicting 
how he’d react" 

Kalaenbach described as "flatly wrong" published as- 
•eftionc to recent yean that the federal government had 
staged the inddeol However, ooe internal Department of 
Justice memo dated June 8. 1963. and recently made avail- 
able to The Times, contained elaborate planning, including 
thl use of walkie-talkies and other radios, intelligence re- 
pcftti. a US Border Patrol surveillance airplane and six 
Border Patrol can transporting the two students. US de- 
puty manhalj and other federal officials. 

The memo, prepared by John W. Cameron, then deputy 
chief US marshal, included a plan for an escape in a US 
Array Corps of Engineers motorboat, if necessary, along 
the nearby Black warrior River. The plan contained a 
touch of humor. 

• . . . If it becomes necessary to flee, cars 1 and 2 win re- 
load and take the students to the Army Engineen motor- 

boat Can 5 and 6 will escort cars 1 and 2 Car 6 will 

bf left parked across the entrance to the din read escape 
rqute as a roadblock and the occupants thereof will run for 
the boat If the boat is full— swim for itHT 
•’Kauenbach. who was assigned to car No. 1 with Vivian 
Malone, rasuted thal "the governor was staging stuff: we 
were noL" 

:^1 remember stopping at a shopping center to return a 
phone call from Bob Kennedy." he said, "and he reminded 
me to ‘make him (Wallace) look Ully. That's what the 
President wanla/ It was totally meaningless, other than 
how the governor would act if he didn’t have his little cha- 
rade/’ 

.The outspoken governor had vowed to defy a federal 
ajurt order and to fulfill his inaugural promise of "Segre- 
gation now. segregation tomorrow, segregation forevert” 
•Wallace, whose current term as governor will expire in 
January, refused to be interviewed lor this article. 

?Bul the governor denied to an interview on the CBS 
television program GO Minutes that his stand in the school - 
house door had been a "publicity stunt" 

:“No. sir ." be said. "It was a way to emphatically let the 
people know the position that we were taking and to give a 
warning of things to come. And since that lime, the great 
hue and cry among politicians in both parties is The fede- 
ral government is too big.’ Big government They’ve taken 
over our lives." 

Meanwhile, other principals in the incident have spoken 
vtfth candor about events leading up to the so-called 
showdown, which was watched by millions on national 
television. 

, "1 remember that when I registered and picked out my 
classes and p rofessors. I wondered. 'Why should 1 have to 
go- through it all again tomorrow?' " Mrs. Jones said in At- 
lanta. where she is director of the Voter Education Project 
"which worts for the registration of black voters across the 
South. 

"But we were loo far into it by then. We were not in a 
position to question any plans by the Department of Jus- 
tice. And my lawyers aid. This is for your safety.’ What 
was uppermost in my mind was my menial anguish, my 
personal afety and my ambitions of just getting into the 
university, as opposed u> the philosophical reason for Gov. 
Wallace standing there, or the federal government being 1 
there." - 



Tin. Jones said she had had doubts about the incident 
after the became the university's first black graduate in 
1965 and went to work for the Justice Department’s Gvtf 
Rights Division a a research analyst in Washington. 

* 1 looked around and aw how very few black people 
there were m the Justice Department." the said. Tt just 
didn’t add ig> .... I was disillusioned about the Justice 
Department, which I had trusted before. I left after only 
about three months. At the same time. I aw how well 
Gov. Wallace did in Indiana and the other primaries in the 
North In 1964. It seemed that he waa trying Xo prove that 
people in the North can be a radst as people in the South " 
Hood. 35. who said be planned some day to return to 
Alabama and run for governor, left the university after 
two months because of three la against him. He moved to 
Detroit, where he wis graduated from Wayne Suie Uni- 
versity. became a Methodist clergyman, worked in urban 
youth programs. campaigned for Detroit Mayor Coleman 
Young and now it a deputy chief of police. 

Hood said that all registration arrangements except for- 
mal payment of tuition and room and board had been com- 
pleted June 10 In the Birmingham chambers of US. Dist 
WSeytourn R Lynne, who hid taued in injunction 
forbidding Wallace to obstruct "by any meira" the entry 
fcf the students. 



"We were told that this was to avoid the atrocities that 
took place at Ole Miss," he aid in a telephone interview. "1 
don’t think the governor was aware we had preregistered. 
No one from the governor’s office was there. 

"When we left the courthouse thal day, I was under the 
impression thal the governor was not going to go through 
with standing in the door. But later that night we found 
out that he was going through with it .... No. nothing 
gave me any indication then thal we were being pawns. I 
still don’t feel that way." 

One of Hood's and Mrs. Jones’ attorneys. Arthur Shores 
of Birmingham, said he did not recall if the students had 
been preregistered. Another attorney. Fred Gray of Tus- 
kegee, who also worked on the case, said in an interview, 
"I’m quite sure his standing in the door had nothing to do 
with their enrollment That was a matter between Wallace 
and Katxenbach 

When informed thal Mrs. Jones had questioned recently 
whether she had been used in the confrontation. Rose, the 
former president of the university, chose his words care- 
fully. 

"We did not want to use those students." be aid. "Yes., 
one can say they were used, in one sense. But they did 
break a historic tradition and cleared the wav for better 
education in the South. If that hadn’t been broken. I'm 
afraid that the South might have waffled on this question 
of desegregation for another decade " 






